Clegg's praise for 'genius of Israel'
DEPUTY Prime Minister Nick Clegg praised Israel's genius and vibrancy this week.
Speaking at a fringe meeting of the Liberal Democrats Friends of Israel in Liverpool, he admitted that although there had been many "pinch points" in the relationship between his party and Israel, he insisted that the Lib Dems "admired" the country's democratic traditions. 
Mr Clegg, who was in the city for his party's annual party conference, also lavished praise on Israel's expertise in the fields of technology and science. 
He acknowledged the importance of the current round of peace talks and expressed the hope they would yield the prosperity, stability and security that Israel desires.
But Mr Clegg also said he hoped the talks would recognise the rights of the Palestinian people to a state of their own.
Meanwhile, Israel should negotiate with Hamas, a former Knesset deputy speaker urged at the meeting.
Naomi Chazan, of the left-wing Meretz party, said: "There is no excuse not to do it." 
One of the first to advocate talking to the Palestine Liberation Organisation in the 1970s, she added: "If you want to make peace, you have to talk to your enemies. 
"If we don't succeed, the extremists on both sides will control our lives and for the last decade we have given them a veto over the peace process." And she called for a Palestinian state to be established to save Israel from itself. 
She explained: "The Palestinians deserve the right to self-determination.
"It is undemocratic for Israelis to rule other people. It eats away at our moral fabric and undermines our essential values."
With Israel and the Palestinian Authority resuming peace talks, Professor Chazan said the challenge was to prove the sceptics wrong and thwart the spoilers. 
She declared: "The solution is the creation of a viable Palestinian state alongside Israel with Jerusalem as a shared capital."
With Israel's settlement building freeze due to expire on Sunday, Prof Chazan, president of the New Israel Fund, said it would be "illogical and incomprehensible" for it not to be renewed while talks are underway. 
"At this stage of the game, anyone who thinks we can do it alone, is wrong," she continued.
And she added that it was "vital" that Europe becomes involved as a partner in the process as it has a stake in the region.
A warning not to get complacent about the threat posed by the BNP was sounded at the Lib Dem conference.
Nick Lowles, of the anti-fascist organisation Hope Not Hate, said despite its hammering in the General Election, the far-right party was not a spent force. Speaking at a fringe meeting organised by the CST, he said that following its trouncing at the polls, the BNP was weaker, with growing internal opposition to leader Nick Griffin and many activists departed - "but it would be wrong to dismiss its threat". 
Mr Lowles explained that the reasons which gave rise to its success still exist and could get worse as spending cuts bite. The areas most at risk include councils which are BNP targets and where they are already strong. 
He added that that the English Defence League represents a big challenge to community cohesion, being motivated in the main by Islamophobia. 
CST's deputy director of communications Dave Rich said it was "worrying" that a small number of Jews support the EDL because of its anti-Muslim direction. 
But Mr Rich urged the British Jewish community not to be taken in by the anti-Islamic outpourings. 
He said: "These people are no more than racist street thugs who have now found a home in the EDL." 
Mr Rich also urged people not to be taken in by what he described as "cosmetic and tactical" changes by the BNP in respect of Jews. 
They had tried to use this and Islamophobia "to target seats where they thought this could resonate with Jewish voters".
