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The Battle of ‘Cartoon’
David Lerner

n the current furore over the Danish caricatures of Mohammed and figures
that are clearly intended to either satirise or make a political point about
acts of terror carried out in the name of Islam, many of you may have heard
about the many viciously anti-Semitic and anti-Israeli caricatures that appear
on a frequent and indeed routine basis throughout the Middle East. You may
not have had the opportunity to
see
such
cartoons
and
comprehend their viciousness
or understand the hatred that
they both initiate and stimulate.
Their dissemination is a serious
obstacle to mutual understanding
and tolerance.
Many of the caricatures of Jews
The hidden undermining of the world of Islam
and Israelis – a term generally

I

used
in
Islamic
media
interchangeably,
with
the
emphasis being more often on
Jew than Israeli, are based on
images used in the Nazi
propaganda rag of the 1930s,
Der Sturmer. These images in
turn often originated in medieval
manuscripts. The images often
highlight medieval stereotypes
of Jews as non-human. Jews are The Jew as a Bloodsucker
depicted as the devil incarnate,
or animals of fear - a rat, the carrier of the plague or the snake, the creature
that led to the expulsion of mankind from the Garden of Eden.
More modern anti-semitic material, from the 19th century onwards has added
images of Jews as international conspirators and secret controllers of
governments and media. Whether medieval or modern, the facial caricatures
have highlighted hooked noses and faces often with large amounts of untidy
hair, obscuring the ‘hidden Jew’ underneath. Unlike the Danish caricatures of
Mohamed and other Moslems, as offensive as some of them undoubtedly are,
these images of Jews/Israelis appear on a regular basis in Government
controlled, censored or inspired outlets. The Palestinian Authority, Israel’s

‘partner for peace’ has an official
daily newspaper that is a leading
disseminator of such images.
As liberals, we find ourselves caught
between values that appear to be at
odds with each other in the current
climate. Free speech and individual
human liberties are at the centre of
It was an image of Mohammed with explosives coming out
of his head, that led to this current controversy

our political credo. We seek to
combine this with a passion for
respecting the feelings of others and
working in and with local communities.
Voices in the Middle East that speak
out against this type of outrage and
hypocrisy are quickly silenced. The
day after the first outbursts of public
violence over the cartoons, the editor
of a Jordanian newspaper mused as to
which caused more offence and did
most damage to the western
perception of Islam – the cartoons or
Another classical image of Jews as Serpents circling
video footage of the beheading of
their enemies
western hostages. He was dismissed
from his post the following day. Violent groups associated with
terror and the perpetration of anti-western and anti-democratic feeling that
are banned throughout the Arab world, operate with impunity in London.
Taking advantage of our
sensitivity to human rights, and
operating in the name of a
monotheistic faith, they are
running
extremist
political
movements that are often as
intolerant of other Moslem sects
as they are of democracy,
individual freedoms, Israel and Secret conspiritor against the world

the West. Unable to coalesce
around Islamic unity, they focus on
creating common enemies and
stirring racial hatred and political
intolerance. Like the British National

The Jew as a devil in compact with the Pope

Party and other parties both on the far
right and far left, terror and disorder are
welcomed for the unhappiness that
they engender, acting as harbingers of a
cleansing struggle.
A classical anti-semitic image of the Jew as a rodent carrier of the plague

It is ironic that the people of Denmark,
long a beacon of individual liberty and a
model of caring for others, should have
become victims of this maligning. This is a wake up call for all people who view
themselves as liberals to re-consider the lens through which they have been
viewing conflict in the Middle East.
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